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     Command Sergeant Major Allen’s military career spans over 35 years.  He entered the Army in July 1975.  He completed Basic Training and Advanced Individual Training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina with his first duty assignment in Worms, Germany as a light wheel vehicle mechanic in the 5th Signal Command.  After returning from Germany, CSM Allen attended Basic Airborne School and Infantry Advanced Individual Training at Fort Benning, Georgia.  In December 1978, CSM Allen was assigned to 1st Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, as a rifleman.  In July 1983 he was assigned to Foxtrot Company, 82nd Aviation Brigade, as an attack helicopter repairman and squad leader where he deployed to Grenada in December 1985.  He later returned to Germany as a First Sergeant for Golf Troop, 2nd Squadron, 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment in Bamberg.  In August 1988, CSM Allen was assigned to 5/16 Infantry, Fort Riley, Kansas as an anti-armor maintenance supervisor.  In January 1990, he returned to Germany where he was assigned to 2nd Brigade, 3rd Armored Division in Gelnhausen as the First Sergeant where he deployed to Saudi Arabia in support of Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  After Desert Shield and Desert Storm he was assigned to the 414th Base Support Battalion as the First Sergeant and later as the Battalion Command Sergeant Major. In October 1995 CSM Allen returned to Fort Bragg, North Carolina and was assigned to 82nd Forward Support Battalion, Division Support Command (DISCOM), 82nd Airborne Division as the Battalion Command Sergeant Major and in June 1999 became the DISCOM Command Sergeant Major. From June 2002 to February 2006 CSM Allen was assigned to the 1st Corps Support Command (1st COSCOM) as the 1st Corps Support Command, Command Sergeant Major.  He deployed to Iraq with his unit in November 2004 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom III and returned to Fort Bragg in November 2005.  CSM Allen assumed duties as the XVIII Airborne Corps Command Sergeant Major from March 2006 until January 2008.  From February 2008 to April 2009, he deployed with XVIII Airborne Corps as the Multi-National Corps – Iraq Command Sergeant Major.  Shortly thereafter, he was reassigned as the XVIII Airborne Corps Command Sergeant Major at Fort Bragg until April 2010. Currently, CSM Allen is serving as the United States Forces – Iraq Command Sergeant Major in Baghdad, Iraq. 

     Throughout his career, CSM Allen has continued to further both his military and civilian education and training.  He is a graduate of the Basic Airborne Course and the 82d Airborne Division Jumpmaster Course.  He is also a graduate of all the Non-Commissioned Officer Educational Schools (NCOES), including the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy. CSM Allen is pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from TUI University with a projected graduation date of December 2011.

     His awards and decorations include: The Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit with three Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Commendation Medal with six Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Achievement Medal with three Oak Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct Medal (11), National Defense Service Medal (2), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal with Combat Star, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon (5), Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Medal (3), Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait), Combat Action Badge, Expert Infantryman's Badge, Parachutist Badge, Senior Parachutist Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Aviation Crew Member Badge, Austrian and German Parachutist Badges, Driver and Mechanic Badge.
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